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Lesson 1

EFN Presentation



The European Union, 
What’s in it for me?

Paul De Raeve, 2017

This book offers nurses a valuable and 
insightful resource into the politics and 
strategic direction of health policy that 
shapes frontline nursing and midwifery 

practice in the EU.

Read the book ONLINE : 
https://online.anyflip.com/eumpx

/ssim/mobile/index.html

https://online.anyflip.com/eumpx/ssim/mobile/index.html


EU Lobby Strategies Fitting 
a New Political Context

Paul De Raeve, 2017

This book builds on concrete 
achievements of the nursing community, 
its leaders to move the European political 
agenda, to advance nursing in such a way 

that it delivers concrete benefits for EU 
citizens.

Read the book ONLINE :

https://online.anyflip.com/eumpx/
ugmb/mobile/index.html

https://online.anyflip.com/eumpx/ugmb/mobile/index.html


Building & Sustaining a Resilient 
EU Nursing Workforce & 

Healthcare
The future of the European Union –

Nurses Impact

Paul De Raeve, 2021

This book shows that more than ever, it is crucial 
for nurses to engage and proactively contribute 
to EU health and social policies, in the complex 

and challenging society we operate in as frontline 
healthcare professionals. 

See here :
https://www.lap-

publishing.com/catalog/details//store/g
b/book/978-620-4-20948-7/building-

sustaining-a-resilient-eu-nursing-
workforce-healthcare

https://www.lap-publishing.com/catalog/details/store/gb/book/978-620-4-20948-7/building-sustaining-a-resilient-eu-nursing-workforce-healthcare


Lesson 2

EFN & EU LAW



Directive 2013/55/EU 
amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the 

recognition of professional qualifications

This Directive aims to consolidate and modernise the 
rules regulating the mutual recognition of 

professional qualifications in the EU Member States, 
including for general care nurses.

To read the Directive:
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32013L0055

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32013L0055


EFN Competency 
Framework

Approved by the EFN members in April 
2015, the EFN Competency Framework 
describes the competences required to 

nurses responsible for general care, aiming 
at being used by the National Nurses 

Associations to encourage and guide the 
nursing schools at national level to 

implement the competences listed under 
Article 31 of the Directive.

Read it here:

http://www.efnweb.be/?page_id=6
897

http://www.efnweb.be/?page_id=6897


EFN Workforce Matrix 3+1

Approved by the EFN Members in May 2017, 
the EFN Workforce Matrix 3+1 includes 

information on education, qualifications and 
competences for each category, and shows the 

commonalities and differences of the three 
categories and the HCAs among 35 EU 

countries.

Read it here:
http://www.efnweb.be/?page_id=8220

http://www.efnweb.be/?page_id=8220


European Pillar of 
Social Rights

The European Pillar of Social Rights is 
about better delivering on rights for 

citizens by building on 20 key principles. 
Of these 20 principles, the EFN follows 4: 

Principle 1 (Education); Principle 6 
(Wages); Principle 16 (Healthcare); 

Principle 18 (Long-term care).

See it here : 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strateg
y/priorities-2019-2024/economy-
works-people/jobs-growth-and-

investment/european-pillar-
social-rights/european-pillar-
social-rights-20-principles_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-investment/european-pillar-social-rights/european-pillar-social-rights-20-principles_en


European Pillar of Social Rights 
Action Plan

The European Pillar of Social Rights Action Plan sets 
out concrete initiatives to turn the European Pillar of 
Social Rights into reality. It proposes headline targets 

for the EU by 2030.

See it here : 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-

2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-
investment/european-pillar-social-rights/european-

pillar-social-rights-action-plan_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-investment/european-pillar-social-rights/european-pillar-social-rights-action-plan_en


Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2021-2027

See it here:   
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/eu-

budget/long-term-eu-budget/2021-
2027_en

*** 

NextGenerationEU
See it here: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/recover
y-plan-europe_en#nextgenerationeu

Both supporting the recovery plan for Europe. 
It includes the new EU budget structure, 

funding programmes, allocations per 
Member States, and data on spending and 

revenue.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/eu-budget/long-term-eu-budget/2021-2027_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/recovery-plan-europe_en#nextgenerationeu


National Recovery and Resilience 
Plans

The links contain all relevant country-specific 
information, such as the recovery and resilience 

plans and key points about them, and where 
available, the legal texts approving the plan and 

accompanying press material.

See it here:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-

economy-euro/recovery-
coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-
facility_en#national-recovery-and-

resilience-plans

https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en#national-recovery-and-resilience-plans


Recovery and Resilience 
Facility

Aiming to mitigate the economic and social 
impact of the coronavirus pandemic and 
make European economies and societies 

more sustainable, resilient and better 
prepared for the challenges and 

opportunities of the green and digital 
transitions.

See it here:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-

economy-euro/recovery-
coronavirus/recovery-and-

resilience-facility_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en


Recovery and Resilience 
Scoreboard

The Recovery and Resilience Scoreboard 
gives an overview of how the 

implementation of the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility (RRF) and the national 

recovery and resilience plans is 
progressing. 

See it here:
https://ec.europa.eu/economy_fina

nce/recovery-and-resilience-
scoreboard/

https://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/recovery-and-resilience-scoreboard/


European Semester - Country Specific 
Recommendation (2016-2020)

Country-specific recommendations provide tailored advice 
to individual Member States on how to boost jobs, growth 
and investment, while maintaining sound public finances. 
The Commission publishes them every spring. They give 

guidance on what can realistically be achieved in the next 
12-18 months to make growth more sustainable, inclusive 

and stronger.

Read it here:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2020-

european-semester-country-specific-
recommendations-commission-

recommendations_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2020-european-semester-country-specific-recommendations-commission-recommendations_en


EFN Policy Statement on 
the EU Semester

Approved by the EFN Members in October 2016, 
this EFN Policy Statement is calling on the 
national and European policy-makers to 

acknowledge the importance of investing in 
health, with a more efficient health and social 

care funding allocation and better working 
conditions for the nursing workforce, building 

on existing integrated care ecosystems 
throughout the EU.

Read it here: 
http://www.efnweb.be/wp-

content/uploads/EFN-Position-
Paper-on-Nurses-Contribution-to-

European-Semester.pdf

http://www.efnweb.be/wp-content/uploads/EFN-Position-Paper-on-Nurses-Contribution-to-European-Semester.pdf


EFN Report on European Semester
Analysis 2016-2020

This EFN report is analysing 2020 in comparison with previous 
European Semesters & Country Reports (2016-2019) and 
selecting the relevant information for nurses, nursing and 

healthcare. The aim of this EFN Report is to be a compilation 
of all the European Commission’s Country Reports entries 

related to nursing and/or healthcare, for each EU Member 
State, providing a unique insight in the capacity of the EU 

healthcare systems. Measures taken by one country that were 
successful are likely to inform initiatives for improving the 

healthcare situation in another country.

Read it here:
http://anyflip.com/eumpx/ytok/

http://anyflip.com/eumpx/ytok/


Directive on Patients’ Rights 
in Cross-Border Healthcare 

(2011/24/EU)

This Directive created a legal framework for 
the patient's right to seek healthcare in 

another Member State and to be 
reimbursed; and provides a legal basis for 

European cooperation in key areas of 
healthcare: quality and safety, Health 

Technology Assessment and eHealth, and 
rare diseases.

Read it here:
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A3201
1L0024

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32011L0024


European Health Data Space (EHDS)

The European Health Data Space is a health specific 
ecosystem comprised of rules, common standards and 
practices, infrastructures and a governance framework 
that aims at empowering individuals through increased 
digital access to and control of their electronic personal 

health data, at national level and EU-wide, and support to 
their free movement, as well as fostering a genuine single 

market for electronic health record systems, relevant 
medical devices and high-risk AI systems. It also aims at 

providing a consistent, trustworthy and efficient set-up for 
the use of health data for research, innovation, policy-

making and regulatory activities. 

See here:
https://health.ec.europa.eu/ehealth-digital-

health-and-care/european-health-data-space_en

https://health.ec.europa.eu/ehealth-digital-health-and-care/european-health-data-space_en


The world of cloud-based 
services: storing health 

data in the cloud
Paul De Raeve, 2019

This article provides an insight into the 
world of ‘cloud’.

Read it here :
https://www.healtheuropa.eu/cl

oud-based-services-storing-
health-data-in-the-cloud/93053/

https://www.healtheuropa.eu/cloud-based-services-storing-health-data-in-the-cloud/93053/


The Blockchain Interoperability 
- Sharing data across the care 

continuum 
Paul De Raeve, 2019

This article provides an overview on how 
blockchain interoperability is enabling sharing 

data across the care continuum. 

Read it here :
http://www.efn.eu/wp-

content/uploads/Blockchain-
Interoperability-Sharing-data-accross-

the-care-continuum.pdf

http://www.efn.eu/wp-content/uploads/Blockchain-Interoperability-Sharing-data-accross-the-care-continuum.pdf


Digital transformation of 
healthcare for the patient

Paul De Raeve, 2021

The article considers the importance of digital 
transformation to support high-quality 

patient healthcare.

Read it here:
http://efn.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2022/05/Digital-
transformation-of-healthcare-for-the-

patient.pdf

http://efn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Digital-transformation-of-healthcare-for-the-patient.pdf


ENRF Policy Brief on Digitalisation

Published in April 2021, by the European Nursing 
Research Foundation (ENRF), this Policy Brief shows 
that digitalisation of the healthcare sector has the 

potential to ease frontline nurses’ daily workload and 
reduce administrative tasks; in doing so, it creates 
opportunities for nurses to spend more time with, 

and focused on, patients. 

Read it here:
http://www.enrf.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2021/04/ENRF-Evidence-
Based-Policy-Brief-on-Digitalisation-April-

2021.pdf

http://www.enrf.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/ENRF-Evidence-Based-Policy-Brief-on-Digitalisation-April-2021.pdf


Lesson 3

Interoperability



eHealth Stakeholder Group 
Policy Paper on Interoperability 

(EFN & HOPE)

This Policy Paper brings together insights from the 
eHealth Stakeholder Group to explore the question: 

“which concrete solutions do we identify, and 
actions could we take, to promote cross-border 

access to health data and interoperability?”, with 
the co-creation of data spaces and electronic 

health records as common agenda topics, and the 
role of the frontline health workforce to make it all 

happen frontline. 

Read it here:
http://efn.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2022/07/EFN-lead-
eHSG-WG1-Policy-Paper-on-

Interoperability-Nov-2021.pdf

http://efn.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/EFN-lead-eHSG-WG1-Policy-Paper-on-Interoperability-Nov-2021.pdf


FHIR (HL7)

FHIR (Fast Health Interoperability Resources) is an HL7 
specification for Healthcare Interoperability.  

See here:
https://www.fhir.org/

*** 

International Patient Summary 
(IPS)

The HL7 International Patient Summary (IPS) is an 
electronic health record containing essential 
healthcare information intended for use in 
unscheduled, cross-border care scenarios.  

See here:
http://hl7.org/fhir/uv/ips/

https://www.fhir.org/
http://hl7.org/fhir/uv/ips/


Lesson 4

What is InteropEHRate?



InteropEHRate EU Project

InteropEHRate aims to support peoples' health by 
opening them up new ways to make health data 

available where needed.

See it here:
https://www.interopehrate.eu/

https://www.interopehrate.eu/


InteropEHRate Deliverables

These are the milestones of the project on 
requirements, protocols, architecture, 

specifications, etc. submitted to the European 
Commission.

Read it here:
https://www.interopehrate.eu/resourc

es/#dels

https://www.interopehrate.eu/resources/#dels


InteropEHRate White Papers

“Unleashing personal health data for care and research: The 
InteropEHRate approach” - gives an overview on how to enable a 

citizen-centric approach and what technical solutions is 
InteropEHRate developing.

“Real-world evidence in health and care research – The 
contribution of InteropEHRate” - explores the background to real-
world data challenges in health and care and draws attention to 

the growing impetus of hybrid approaches to health and care 
data collection. 

“Towards interoperable health data: The contribution of 
InteropEHRate” - provides an overview of the problems of data 

heterogeneity and interoperability and presents a solution based 
on an in-depth and exhaustive analysis of data, made possible 
through innovative semi-automated methodologies and tools 

developed in the framework of the InteropEHRate project.

Read it here:
https://www.interopehrate.eu/resources/#pubs

https://www.interopehrate.eu/resources/#pubs


Lesson 5

IEHR Project Architecture

IEHR 3 scenarios



InteropEHRate Architecture 

The “InteropEHRate standard architecture” 
specifies how different actors using applications 

offered by different vendors may interoperate for 
exchanging health data (coming from an EHR or 

from the person), thanks to open (vendor 
independent) communication protocols.   

See here:
https://www.interopehrate.eu/wp-

content/uploads/2021/09/InteropEHRate-
D2.6-InteropEHRate-Architecture-V3.pdf

https://www.interopehrate.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/InteropEHRate-D2.6-InteropEHRate-Architecture-V3.pdf


Device-to-device (D2D) protocol 

Applied to the healthcare access scenario, the 
Device-to-device (D2D) protocol provides the citizen 

the ability to retrieve data stored in the National 
EHR, store data locally on a Smart EHR (S-EHR), 

exchange health data where no internet connection 
is available and travel all over the European Union 

with her medical data.  

See here:
https://www.interopehrate.eu/blog/2020/

07/20/d2d-protocol-update-july-2020/

https://www.interopehrate.eu/blog/2020/07/20/d2d-protocol-update-july-2020/


Lesson 6

IEHR Project Exploitation 

& Governance



Exploitation & Dissemination

InteropEHRate Mid-term Public Workshop – October 2020
that presented how citizens can access and share their 

personal health data with interopEHRate solutions. 

Read it here:
https://www.interopehrate.eu/event/interopehr
ate-scenarios-and-data-flows-mid-term-public-

workshop/

https://www.interopehrate.eu/event/interopehrate-scenarios-and-data-flows-mid-term-public-workshop
https://www.interopehrate.eu/event/interopehrate-scenarios-and-data-flows-mid-term-public-workshop/


Leveraging the trust of nurses to 
advance a digital agenda in Europe: 

a critical review of health policy 
literature

Paul De Raeve at Al, 2021

This article is a critical and integrative review of 
health policy literature examining artificial 

intelligence (AI) and its implications for healthcare 
systems and the frontline nursing workforce. A key 

focus is on co-creation as essential for the 
deployment and adoption of AI.

Read it here:
https://open-research-

europe.ec.europa.eu/articles/1-26/v2

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/articles/1-26/v2


Lesson 7

IEHR at the European Parliament

EFN Involvement in EU Projects



EFN Report on the 
Digitalisation Event at the 

European Parliament
05 February 2020

Digitalisation has a central place in the EFN 
lobby work, with a high-level event 

organised at the European Parliament in 
February 2020, focussing on ‘European 

Electronic Health Records’ thematic. This 
report gives an overview on the key 

outcomes of the EFN event.

Read it here:
https://anyflip.com/eumpx/bxrh/

https://anyflip.com/eumpx/bxrh/


End-user co-designing EU digital 
health systems

Approved by the EFN Members in October 2019, this Policy 
Statement presents nurses’ request, as end-users, in co-

designing the Digital Health Systems in the EU. Positioning 
nurses and nursing central to digital health policy design 

and ensuring that nurses can use and develop their eSkills, 
to their full capacity, can lead to improved citizens and

patients’ health and well-being, enabling the achievement 
of Universal Health Coverage. 

Read it here :
http://www.efn.eu/wp-content/uploads/EFN-

Policy-Statement-on-end-user-co-designing-EU-
digital-health-systems-22-10-2019.pdf

http://www.efn.eu/wp-content/uploads/EFN-Policy-Statement-on-end-user-co-designing-EU-digital-health-systems-22-10-2019.pdf

